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and the maritime operators using it di-
rectly benefit the entire Nation. For 
example, 60 percent of export grain 
travels to the Gulf of Mexico through 
Louisiana. Also, one-fifth of our domes-
tic energy is produced off the coast of 
Louisiana with support from the do-
mestic fleet of offshore workboats. 

The Jones Act helps ensure the 
strength and stability of our domestic 
maritime industry, and it will help en-
sure that it continues to flourish. 
These jobs and the economic benefits 
from them would be at risk if the Jones 
Act were repealed. I have no doubt that 
our industries can and will compete ef-
fectively against their counterparts 
around the world. However, they can-
not compete fairly against the heavy 
subsidization that foreign governments 
give to their industries. Also, there 
cannot be fair competition when for-
eign vessels are not subjected to the 
same requirements for safety, fuel con-
tainers, labor standards, training, inci-
dental vessel discharges, other environ-
mental regulations, taxes, and more 
that our industries have to follow. 

Also, the Jones Act is vital to the 
military as it protects our national se-
curity. In order to ensure our Navy re-
mains the best equipped and most pow-
erful Navy in the world, we must have 
domestic skills base and shipbuilding 
capacity. Also, we need to have an ade-
quate domestic fleet to ensure the fast 
and secure delivery of vital military 
cargoes around the world. 

For our homeland security, the Jones 
Act helps keep our ports and water-
ways safer from attack. Imagine if our 
inland waterways and ports were fully 
open to foreign vessels. The Coast 
Guard and our other law enforcement 
agencies would have no real, effective 
way to know if vessels are safe as they 
travel through our river communities, 
if the crews are properly licensed for 
the vessel’s operation, or if anyone or 
anything on the vessels pose a risk. 
The Jones Act helps our first respond-
ers and law enforcement better know 
any potential threats and allows them 
to be better prepared to act in an emer-
gency. 

In short, any legislation to repeal or 
lessen the protections of the Jones Act 
would threaten jobs, economic growth, 
military strength, and homeland secu-
rity. I will continue working to support 
the U.S. maritime industry. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO HOWARD GEORGE 
HITCHENS 

∑ Mr. COONS. Mr. President, I wish to 
honor Howard George Hitchens and 
highlight his service to the Slaughter 
Beach community and the State of 
Delaware. 

Howard George Hitchens is a charter 
member of the Memorial Volunteer 
Fire Company of Slaughter Beach, DE, 
which he and several others established 
in 1954. Howard previously served as 

fire chief, assistant chief engineer, and 
director of the fire company. He also 
started its Santa Claus show for chil-
dren, which still occurs each year dur-
ing the holiday season. Howard has 
served the fire company for more than 
60 years and is the only living charter 
member. 

On February 14, 2015, the Memorial 
Volunteer Fire Company will honor 
Howard for his service. Howard is a 
true Delawarean and a model commu-
nity leader. I would like to honor How-
ard and his more than six decades of 
service to his family, friends, commu-
nity, and the State of Delaware.∑ 
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REMEMBERING JAMES ALLEN 

∑ Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I wish 
to honor the life and legacy of Rogers 
Police Chief James Allen, who passed 
away on Thursday after a long battle 
with cancer. 

After more than three decades of 
public service, Chief Allen was well re-
spected in the law enforcement com-
munity across Arkansas. He was a 
dedicated leader who devoted his life to 
law enforcement. 

Chief Allen graduated from Arkansas 
State University with a degree in 
criminal justice. Following graduation 
he joined the Jacksonville Police De-
partment and within a few short years 
was named the captain of the Pulaski 
County Sheriff’s Office. Chief Allen was 
the youngest police chief to serve on 
the Bentonville Police Force, a posi-
tion which he held for 22 years. During 
his time at the helm of the Bentonville 
Police Department, Chief Allen grad-
uated from the FBI National Academy. 
In 2011, he became the Rogers police 
chief. 

I am greatly appreciative for Chief 
Allen’s continued service over the 
years to Arkansas and Rogers, the 
community I call home. Chief Allen 
was a man of the law, and he was al-
ways looking for opportunities to im-
prove the resources for his staff and 
the community by applying for grants. 
I was happy to help support his endeav-
ors. 

I pray for his family and friends dur-
ing this trying time, and I hope they 
find comfort knowing that Chief Allen 
touched so many lives in the State. He 
will be missed but leaves a lasting leg-
acy.∑ 
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TRIBUTE TO TOM GRADY 

∑ Mr. HELLER. Mr. President, I wish 
to congratulate Assemblyman Tom 
Grady, of Yerington, on his retirement. 
After serving 12 years in the Nevada 
Legislature, Assemblyman Grady is re-
tiring from public service. It gives me 
great pleasure to congratulate him not 
only as a colleague but also as a friend 
on his retirement after more than 36 
years of hard work and dedication to 
the Silver State. 

A devoted husband and proud father 
of three, Assemblyman Grady stands as 
a shining example of someone who has 

dedicated his life to serving his com-
munity. Upon graduating from the Uni-
versity of Nevada, Reno, Assemblyman 
Grady went on to attend the Wash-
ington State Bankers School. After 
moving back to Nevada, he served as 
the secretary-treasurer of the Truckee 
Carson Irrigation District before ad-
vancing to vice president of Pioneer 
Citizens Bank of Nevada. After leaving 
the bank, Assemblyman Grady reen-
tered public service after winning a 
seat on the Yerington City Council. 
After 3 years of service on the 
Yerington City Council, Assemblyman 
Grady was elected mayor, a position he 
held for 12 years. 

Assemblyman Grady’s experience as 
a local government leader qualified 
him for a seat in the Nevada Assembly, 
where he dutifully served his constitu-
ents for 12 years. During his time in 
the legislature, Assemblyman Grady 
served on the Taxation, Ways and 
Means, and Government Affairs Com-
mittee. Although I missed him by a few 
years in the assembly, I am proud to 
have served with Assemblyman Grady 
in Nevada State government as sec-
retary of state. 

His service to his community goes far 
beyond the many positions he has held 
in the Silver State over the years. As-
semblyman Grady also served his coun-
try in the U.S. Army Reserve. I extend 
my deepest gratitude to him for his 
courageous contributions to the United 
States of America and to freedom-lov-
ing nations around the world. His serv-
ice to his country and his bravery and 
dedication to his family and commu-
nity earn him a place among the out-
standing men and women who have val-
iantly defended our Nation. As a mem-
ber of the Senate Committee on Vet-
erans’ Affairs, I recognize that Con-
gress has a responsibility not only to 
honor these brave individuals who 
serve America but also to ensure they 
are cared for when they return home. 

I am grateful for his dedication and 
commitment to the people of 
Yerington. He personifies the highest 
standards of leadership and community 
service and should be proud of his long 
and meaningful career. Today, I ask 
that all of my colleagues join me in 
congratulating Assemblyman Grady on 
his retirement, and I offer my deepest 
appreciation for all that he has done to 
make Nevada an even better place. I 
offer my best wishes to Assemblyman 
Grady, his wife Patricia, and their 
three children and seven grandchildren 
for many successful and fulfilling years 
to come.∑ 
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MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT 

Messages from the President of the 
United States were communicated to 
the Senate by Mr. Pate, one of his sec-
retaries. 

f 

EXECUTIVE MESSAGES REFERRED 

As in executive session the Presiding 
Officer laid before the Senate messages 
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